
High School American History Primary Sources 

1. The Diary of Christopher Columbus 

http://www.americanjourneys.org/pdf/AJ-062.pdf  

2. The Mayflower Compact 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/primary-sources-and-books  

3. Common Sense, Thomas Paine, 1776 

http://www.ushistory.org/paine/commonsense/  

4. Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/  

5. Biography on George Washington 

https://www.classicalhistorian.com/johns-blog/washingtons-birthday  

6. The Declaration of Independence 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/  

https://www.classicalhistorian.com/johns-blog/july-4th-1776-independence-day  

7. United States Constitution 

http://constitutionus.com/  

8. George Washington’s First Inaugural Address 

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/american_originals/inaugtxt.html  

9. George Washington’s Farewell Address 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=15&page=transcript  

10. Harriet Tubman’s face will replace Andrew Jackson’s on the $20 bill: 

https://www.classicalhistorian.com/johns-blog/harriet-tubman-and-the-20-bill  

11. Treaty of Velasco 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaties_of_Velasco  

12. The Monroe Doctrine 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=23  

13. John C. Calhoun’s Address on States’ Rights and Nullification 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/South_Carolina_Exposition_and_Protest  
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14. Emancipation Proclamation 

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-

proclamation/transcript.html  

15. Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 

http://ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/seneca.html  

16. Excerpt from “What Social Classes Owe to Each Other,” by William Graham Sumner, 1883 

https://mises.org/library/what-social-classes-owe-each-other-0  

17. Excerpts from “Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896.”  

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=52  

18. Eugene Debs’ Presidential Nomination Acceptance Speech 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5725/  

19. Booker T. Washington’s Atlanta Compromise Speech, 1895 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39/  

20. Woodrow Wilson’s Address for Declaration of War, 1917 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=61#  

21. William E. Borah’s Speech on the League of Nations, 1919, 

https://www.historycentral.com/documents/Borah.html  

22. Susan B. Anthony and Abortion 

https://www.feministsforlife.org/the-truth-about-susan-b-anthony/  

23. Franklin D. Roosevelt, On Social Security, 1935 

https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/social-security/social-security-an-introduction/  

24. Herbert Hoover, Against the Proposed New Deal, 1932 

http://www.columbia.edu/~gjw10/hoover.newdeal.html  

25. Date Which Will Live in Infamy” Speech, 1941 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5166/  

26. Yalta Agreement 

https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h2066.html  

27. Winston Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech 

https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1946-1963-elder-statesman/the-sinews-of-peace/  
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28. Brown v. Board of Education: 

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/347/483.html  

29. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I have a Dream Speech 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs  

29. John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, 1961:  

https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/historic-speeches/inaugural-address  

30. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=98&page=transcript  

31. Nixon’s Second Watergate Speech 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Nixon%27s+second+watergate+speech  

32. Roe v Wade, 1973 

https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep410113/  

33. Ronald Reagan’s “Our Noble Vision” Speech, 1984 

Text:  http://www.biblicalpatriot.net/HistoricSpeeches/cpac8.htm  

Video of Various Other Speeches: https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/sspeeches/major-speeches-

1964-1989  

33. Bill Clinton’s Denial of Relations with Monica Lewinsky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aGbdni7QNs  

34. 9/11 attacks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxRM_LZaVEQ  

34. Barrack Obama’s “A New Beginning” Speech, 2009 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/issues/foreign-policy/presidents-speech-cairo-a-new-

beginning  

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQSyqnrqQLg  
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